Interview May 10", 2015

Rico Valar:

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen. Welcome to the “Cuntrasts” today from our new
Studio in Chur. My today’s guest has written a book about marriages between Christian
women and Muslim men. Welcome Mrs. Madlaina Brogt from Zernez.
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Madlaina Brogt:
Good evening and thank you very much for the invitation.
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Rico Valar:

Mrs. Madlaina — your book is having the title — “Love between crescent and cross” — you are
married to a man originally from Egypt since 8 years. What has given you the motivation to
write this book?
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Madlaina Brogt:
There were different moments and implications which gave me the impulse to write this book.

One of the events has definitely also been the “anti-minaret initiative”, which has basically
shown me that | need to write down my opinion.
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Rico Valar:
What made you so nervous about this initiative?
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Madlaina Brogt:
This initiative has shown the fears which are existing in our country. Those fears do not only

exist in Switzerland but basically in all European countries. My motivation was to show
another point of view, away from prejudice and black mailing.
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Rico Valar:
For whom have you written this book?
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Madlaina Brogt:
That is a very good question. Initially | definitely had the intention to write this book for

women who are in a similar situation. But with the time it has changed and | felt that | need to
open the focus to reach more people — people who might be interested in the subject or who
are in one or the other way involved.
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Rico Valar:

Let's return to those Christian women who have a relation to a Muslim man or who would like
to have one. You are very active in different blogs and forums for such relationships. Do you
know many such stories and situations and what do you observe?

BOLISD)

Jual il Jilas (o dpaall Gddalis gume il | @l g0 ol | alise e s g il sl sloill adail 3 gad Lne s
Glilladle A L @l ) 5 Gaall (e paedl e gkl 5 YA 038 Jie pand S 5 skl Cladia 5 e laiaY)
¢ Gilan il sda (e dalall

Madlaina Brogt:
I know different situations — different relationships. First of all it is important to mention, every

relationship is different — there is not one recipe which works for all. But what | see alot in
those encounters and discussions that specifically women have often the feeling that they
need to adapt totally to the culture of their husband. In my point of view this is a wrong way.
We are who we are — we come along with our own culture, our religion, our thinking — for me
it is important to show that as per my opinion — such a relationship only works if both can
remain who they are and at the same moment try to understand the culture of the spouse
better.
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Rico Valar:
We will come back in a later stage to get to know more about your relationship. Let's discuss
about your book — itis a second edition of your book — who has read your book and what
kind of feedback did you get.
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Madlaina Brogt:
First of all | have to mention that we have published the book on an own initiative since we

did not find an editor — so therefore the editions are definitely not that large. However | had
the chance to reach people from different backgrounds — people who are in such a
relationship, who are interested in politics or religions in general — people who know
somebody in such a relationship and so on. This heterogeneous audience has shown clearly
in the readings and speeches | had the possibility to have so far.
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Rico Valar:
Did you receive reactions which were astonishing for you — which you did not expect?
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Madlaina Brogt:
| was astonished that | received mostly positive feedback. | was assuming to receive more

negative feedback — but perhaps | simply did not reach that part of the population yet.
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Rico Valar:
Why did you expect to receive a negative feedback?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Because | am showing a fundamentally different picture. I try to fight the polemic — like the

poster we just saw of the initiative — which is showing a purely black and white picture and
prejudices. | was expecting more negative feedback from that side specifically.

L)"AMC L\.\YJ\.A
dh@\&f‘eﬂ‘;\l\ﬁw\,m‘@uén’M‘Jai\\.ﬁma‘)jaanucé\sﬁMb‘)y.aeu)qu“dleg@hSuyJ.\_
ol Jladl 353 4 g o€ 08| Awdiaall lasinall (e 3 solly i 4l by ) ) 5 L) e alead g g 5

) alealt e 4l o3a jbia



Rico Valar:

You mentioned the poster of the anti-minaret initiative. | can imagine that in that time of the
initiative you also had a lot of discussions with your husband — Moataz Salah Eldin. What
where the main subjects you were discussing?
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Madlaina Brogt:
What made us think a lot was — what is the fundament of this fear — where does this fear

come from? One clear answer for that is the picture of Islam in the media — which is clearly
not a pluralistic or realistic picture — but a specific negative one. Many thinks do not even get
mentioned. We speak about 1.3 billion people which we cannot put in one box and label it
“the Muslims”. As little as we can do with Christianity. When we however look at Christianity,
we understand that there a many very different interpretations such as catholic, protestant,
orthodox believe — there are more secular and more religious Christians and all together are
forming Christianity. However — when looking at another society we see a much more
homogenous picture. And this is exactly what | wanted to show with my book. There is
nothing like “the Islam” that does not exist — it is as diverse as Christianity is.
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Rico Valar:
I would like to emphasize a little bit more on your picture about Islam which is mirrored in
your book. The book is very much enriched by your relationship with your husband. What
was the effect of writing the book on your relationship?
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Madlaina Brogt:

For us the writing of the book was a very interesting way. A way to get to know each other
even better. To ask questions and find answers — which we perhaps did not do before so in
depth. It was also a time of research and a time we met many very interesting people. Also
for us it was a great time — a time of many good discussions.
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Picture one:
Rico Valar — here we see you and your husband — | believe this was in Egypt.
Madlaina Brogt — yes here we were together in Alexandria.
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Picture two:

Madlaina Brogt — this was a wonderful trip that we had with our parents. We visited Dubai
where the two parents met for the second time — meetings which were also very important for
our relationship.
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Picture three:

Madlaina Brogt — here we see a picture with one of the brothers of my husband and his wife
and different children from the siblings of my husband.
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Rico Valar:
Lets return to the book — you write that there was also a lack of understanding from different
people regarding your relationship. What were the reactions of your parents, of the family
and the people around you?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Of course my parents were initially also afraid. We remember that what we hear every day

through the media about Islam is more or less purely negative. | was very lucky. | have
parents who are very open and think cosmopolitan and specifically also my father always
taught me not to judge about something | don’t know. And he did exactly that. My mother had
initially perhaps even a little bit more fears that this would not work or go in a wrong direction
— but by know it has been shown that we two go very well together.
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Rico Valar:
But you write in your book about negative reactions you faced and difficult situations?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Yes there were such situations but they mostly came from so called good friends — or friends

| was believing they are good friends.
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Rico Valar:
How did you deal with that?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Those friendships have broken up which is part of life. When changing something in our own

life — this has an effect around us. We are changing and the people around us are changing
as well. For me really important was, that the people who are dear to me such as my
parents, my siblings and my really good friends remained.
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Rico Valar:
And in the relationship itself — what have been there the greatest obstacles and issues?
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Madlaina Brogt:
It is important to know if the partner is from another culture there is a lot to talk about — which

would perhaps not be necessary in a relationship where both partners are from the same
culture.
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Rico Valar:
For example?
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Madlaina Brogt:
The difficulty lies in the way of communication. Our communication is a very direct one, the

communication in the cultures of the Middle East is not a direct communication — so it is
important to understand what was exactly said and meant. However it is also a chance —
perhaps many Swiss couples forget to talk despite the fact that the male and female
communication is very different as well even if both are from the same culture. And therefore
perhaps such couples talk too little. But in a bi cultural and bi religious relationship it is a
must to talk.
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Rico Valar:
Is that a recipe for such relationships?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Itis definitely an essential point.
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Rico Valar:
And you never thought about converting to Islam?
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Madlaina Brogt:
For me it was clear that | would not convert. My religion is important to me. | grew up in a

Christian family were the religion was more than just a detail you have since birth. That has
formed me very much. But | believe that the space for this has to be given in such a
relationship.
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Rico Valar:
The space for the religion?
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Madlaina Brogt:
The space for the own personality — including the religion. You cannot change the other and

you should also not change yourself — as per my opinion.
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Rico Valar:
You write in your book that the fascination for the Middle East has started already in your
childhood. Perhaps you could tell us a little bit more about it.
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Madlaina Brogt:

This fascination started very early and | have no idea why. But the Saracens passed also
Engadin valley — so who knows — perhaps one of my ascenders was a Saracen. | liked as kid
the fairy tales of Wilhelm Hauff much more than any others.
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Rico Valar:
About the Middle East?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Yes — for example the little Muck is one of the most famous ones. All those fairy tales are

taking place either in Baghdad or Damascus and that fascinated me already as a little child.
And then came the treasures of Tut Anch Amun 1980 to Munich — | was 7 years at that time.
That was the initial point of a fascination for specifically the Egyptian history. And this
fascination has never faded away.
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Rico Valar:
So itis in fact no surprise that your husband is Egyptian?

ld S

§ e 4a g jia Gl ddiliaay Cul & )



Madlaina Brogt:
Yes —my father said exactly that — it seems to be my destiny. | read a lot of books about the

Egyptian culture and history — which is an impressive and incredible history. When we think
about that when Ramses Il ruled over Egypt, the pyramids where already over 1200 years
old.
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Rico Valar:
You also lived for a while in a Middle Eastern country — in Abu Dhabi, UAE. How was it to live
in such a country in this oriental world as a western woman?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Itis very important to differentiate that every country is different. Of course the United Arab

Emirates is an open country where it is not difficult to live also as a woman. | had a good
experience there — personally but also professionally. It was for me a very important step to
do — not always easy, definitely. It was for me a very important chance to get to know
another culture — but also the feeling to be a minority and to be somebody from abroad.
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Rico Valar:

You are telling about the communication between the cultures. Today in your profession —
you are working for a large Swiss Incorporation as a Talent Acquisition partner — how
important was your personal experience for your professional development?
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Madlaina Brogt:
My personal experiences were extremely important. Because in recruiting international talent

it is important to adapt to the different ways of communication. When we take for example
somebody from an Asiatic country and somebody from a southern American country — we
have total different communication styles.
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Rico Valar:
How is the communication different?
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Madlaina Brogt:
My role as a talent acquisition partner is to find out more about the personality of a

candidate. It is not only important to know the technical competencies but also the social
competencies of a candidate which are mirrored in the way somebody reacted to a specific
situation in the past. A candidate from South America often talks easier about his
experiences in the past. When having a candidate from an Asiatic culture — we need to keep
in mind that in those cultures the fear of losing the face is much larger. Therefore the
guestions need to be asked in another way and the answers to be interpreted differently.
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Rico Valar:
With this background in your professional and personal life you are dealing with different
guestions. In your book you also write about the co-existence of different cultures. In the last
year started a more difficult time for the co-existence of the cultures in Europe. With
movements such as PEGIDA in Germany — fighting the islamization of Europe. There were
also counter demonstrations which ended patrtially in clashes between the two opponents.
What do you think when seeing these pictures?
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Madlaina Brogt:
It is an interesting phenomena which can be applied to PEGIDA as well as to initiatives such
as the anti-minaret initiative. When we look where those movements have the most success
then we see that is in places where almost ho Muslims live. PEGIDA was mostly successful
in eastern German — most of all in Saxony a federal state with | believe a Muslim population
of approximately 0.2 %. They tried to organize such a demonstration in Cologne — where
much more Muslims are living — but failed. Because the integration is working. With 0.2 % we
cannot really speak about an islamization. However we see that in regions were a certain
problem does not exist — still the fears get formed and grow. We see that also in Switzerland.
When we look at the vote results of cities such as Zurich or Geneva, where a far larger part
of the population is from abroad — most of those kind of initiatives have no chance.
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Rico Valar:
Would you therefore like to react now that you see that the co-existence in Europe is partially
at stake or gets more difficult?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Other viewpoints need to be shown — we have to understand the fears. Fears are always a
vague feeling. And vague feelings are dangerous. We have observed that in history. Many
horrible events started because of such vague feelings. It is only possible to fight them with
information — with facts which proof that the situation is different than shown. Of course do
extremist movements exist — also in Islam — but we also have to take into consideration —
when we focus only on this part of Islam — we give it an importance which is not justified —
since it is a minority in the Islamic society.
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Rico Valar:

At the same time we have a very difficult situation in the Arabic countries following the Arab
Spring. When you wrote this book you had great hope in the Arab Spring. Are you know also
partially disappointed?
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Madlaina Brogt:

| am also partially disappointed what happened with the revolution — however we have also
to take into consideration that change does not come easy. | think we need to wait to see the
fruits in the future. What gives me a big deal of hope is the fact that those countries have a
young population. A population who wants to do things different than the generations before
and who come with energy and enthusiasm and that is not only the case in the countries of
northern Africa but also in many other countries — such as for example in Iran. And those
young populations will surprise us positively in the future concerning new ways and new
directions to go.
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Rico Valar:
When | see you and talk to you — | feel a lot of energy and passion. Do you feel also a little
bit as a missionary concerning this different view point on Islam?
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Madlaina Brogt:
Missionary — | do not know if that is a good word — since having a very negative meaning due

to its past. For me it is important to fight the simplifications of complex problems. Simple
solutions for complex problems have never worked. Not in the history, not today and they will
also not work in future. And always when | see these very simple ideas to solve complex
problems | also see how dangerous they are. Everybody can get them — clearly because
they are simple but they simultaneously also simplify the problem. | want to fight this way of
thinking. It is a complex subject — not an easy one. There is not only one right direction. And
we all live in one world — we are not living on an own planet — we have to find ways to live
together and respect each other.
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Rico Valar:
Thank you very much for this impressive and lively discussion.
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